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Our school will be having an Open Day next Wednesday the 25th March.  This enables those in the wider 
community to come in to school to hear about our approaches and see classrooms in action.  We are 
aiming to fill two Prep classes in 2027 (we have enough for one already), so are encouraging any interested 
prospective parents and families to come along to school.  There are two sessions- one at 9:15am and 
another after school at 3:45pm and visitors can choose which session they attend.  Parents of students 
already enrolled for Prep in 2027 do not need to attend.  Please encourage any parents who are actively 
looking for a school for their Prep student to come along.  We also conduct personalised tours for 
prospective enrolments.  Parents are encouraged to make contact with the school office to arrange a tour, 
which enables detailed discussion whilst walking around the school to visit learning spaces. 
 
Congratulations to all Year 3 and 5 students who completed NAPLAN testing during the past 
week.  Students had four tests to complete:  a written story in response to a prompt, followed by reading, 
language conventions and spelling and then numeracy.  The tests are conducted nationally and designed 
to test skills from early primary all the way into secondary level within each test.  Naturally, students can 
get to some parts of the test and find the questions quite tricky.  Parents receive the results of the tests 
sometime during Term 2.  Our students held a very positive attitude towards the assessments throughout 
the week.  We like them to try as hard as they can, but also remind them that the tests are just one 
snapshot of how they are learning and just part of the overall picture of their strengths as a young person.   
 
On Friday our students and staff will celebrate Harmony Day.  We love having our students work in cross-
age groups so that they interact with other students and build a sense of community.  Harmony Day is an 
annual celebration of diversity and tolerance and students had various activities to participate in during 
the day, as well as a magnificent breakfast organised by our amazing ES staff and an afternoon community 
event.   
 

We need your ideas!  Our first meeting to begin our organisation of next year’s 150th Celebrations 
will take place on Thursday April 23 at 2:30pm, which is the first week of Term 2.  We invite any interested 
parents and carers along to help list ideas for commemorative celebrations throughout the year.  The more 
ideas, the better the year will be for our school and wider community.  We’ll also invite some of our school 
leaders to take part as well and then communicate the ideas to the community following the meeting.   
 
Students in Year 5-6 participate in a woodwork program with the Barwon Valley Woodwrights here at 
school.  Over a few weeks, the students learn basic woodworking skills, such as safety,  drilling, joining and 
sanding.  They construct objects to take home.  We are really proud to have the Woodwrights on site and 
excited that our students can participate in this unique program!  The group volunteer their expertise to 
the students using donated materials.   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Our partnership with the Moolap Tennis Club has not only included after school tennis sessions, but it has 
seen some tennis clinics taking place during PE time for our Year 1-2 and 2-3 classes this week! 
 

 
 
On Wednesday Laura (from the office) and myself has the pleasure of taking some of our school leadership 
team along to the Dream and Lead Conference in Melbourne.  It was a day full of fun activities, with high 
energy and plenty of audience participation!  The students returned with an idea of a student-led project 
that they will survey the students about shortly.   

 
 
Our school focus on developing student leadership skills has seen lots of other work taking place over the 
last few weeks:   
Our Art Leaders, Kellie and Imogen, have ran a Harmony Day colouring competition, which has been open 
to all students in the school.  The winners are announced at this week’s assembly.   
 
Student Voice Representatives have been working with Mr Trenorden to provide feedback from students 
in their class on our canteen, decide on a name for our wellbeing space and devise a focus for house 
tokens for the next few weeks.  This will see students being recognised by SVR leaders and staff for their 
sportsmanship and co-operation when out in the yard.   
 
House Leaders, Winter, Zali, Jax and Mia, have been working on hosting a downball competition for 
students in Year 3-6 during the last week of school.  Students will compete individually and for their house 
group. 
 
Throughout the year, all Year 5-6 students will work in pairs to operate the school canteen with our 
volunteer parents.  They take money and give change, sell items and assist to clean the space during last 
recess on Friday afternoons.  Such positive skills to reinforce (seeing the old fashioned skills in taking 
money and giving change is great to see!). 
 
How amazing is it to see our students so actively taking part in their school decision making and working 
together to build a sense of community!! 
 
Next week is our annual Cross Country afternoon (Wednesday 25th March).  All students have been 
practising their running stamina during PE sessions and will show off their running skills during the 
afternoon in age groups.  As with all events, students are required to wear their sunsmart hat and uniform 
and apply sunscreen before and during the event.  Races begin at 1:10pm and parents and guardians are 
welcome to attend.  Best of luck to all students!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Best of luck also to Year 3-4 students and staff who are heading off to Camp at Sunnystones (near Bacchus 
Marsh) next Thursday and Friday.  We know that this will be the first trip without parents and families for 
several students, but also know that they will have lots of fun participating in the many outdoor activities 
on offer.  Many of us as adults still remember our experiences at camp as young people, so we are happy 
that we can continue to provide this to our students.  Unfortunately the costs of running camps, along 
with transport, have become higher each year, but know that our families still value the opportunity to 
send their children along.   
 
Upcoming Dates: 
Whole School Cross Country:  25 March 
MPS Open Day (for prospective 2027 Prep students):  March 25, morning and after school sessions 
Year 3-4 Camp: March 26-27 
Prep Health Assessments:  March 30-31 
School Council:  March 31 
Easter Hat Parade:  April 2 
Last Day of Term 1:  April 2, 2:30pm finish 
 

 
 Peter Knight 

Principal 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 



 



 

 

 


